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Rally Finland: Fourth season victory brings Skoda
driver Robert Virves big step closer to WRC2 title

» Robert Virves and co-driver Jakko Viilo (Skoda Fabia RS Rally2) take the WRC2
championship lead after the tenth round of the FIA World Rally Championship.

> The Toksport WRT crew from Estonia finishes the “Gravel Grand Prix of Finland” with
an average speed of 121 kph.

> Finishing third in the category, TGS Worldwide duo Lauri Joona/Antti Linnaketo from
Finland are the second Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 crew on the WRC2 podium.

Jyviaskyla (FIN), 2 August 2026 - Robert Virves and co-driver Jakko Viilo continue their
perfect winning streak. At Rally Finland, the Estonian Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 crew
celebrated their fourth WRC2 victory in four point-scoring events. With the maximum of
100 points, they jump into the lead of the drivers’ and co-drivers’ standings respectively.

As with the previous Rally Estonia, the WRC2 category on the Finnish World Championship
round also descended into a battle between Estonian and Finnish crews. Apparently, they
were best adapted to the countless jumps and the extremely high speeds of the “Gravel
Grand Prix” in the Jyvaskyla area. Even when rain hit the stages on Friday afternoon, the
drivers from Nordic countries were in a league of their own.

Representing Estonia among the fastest were the Skoda duos Robert Virves/Jakko Viilo from
Team Toksport WRT and Patrick Enok/Silver Simm from Printsport Racing. They finished the
first leg in first and fourth place respectively in the WRC2 standings. Lauri Joona and co-
driver Antti Linnaketo, sharing the Skoda for TGS Worldwide, also remained in contention
after ten special stages.

By lunchtime on Saturday, Robert Virves/Jakko Viilo and Teemu Suninen/Janni Hussi were
the only realistic candidates left for the WRC2 victory. After the Finns received a 30-second
time penalty, the lead of the Estonian Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 increased to around one minute.
Later, Robert Virves/Jakko Viilo suffered a puncture, reducing the gap to just 26.9 seconds
by the end of the leg. Lauri Joona/Antti Linnaketo followed in third position behind Teemu
Suninen/Janni Hussi.

On Sunday, two runs over the 30.02 kilometres Himos-Jamsa stage once again required the
utmost concentration. Robert Virves/Jakko Viilo opted for a tactical approach, not chasing
stage wins. This strategy paid off: The Estonians brought their Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 with a
lead of 16.1 seconds to the finish, securing their fourth WRC2 victory of the season. “A very
strange feeling. Even if it ended this way, | have to take it,” said Robert Virves at the finish
with reference to Teemu Suninen’s penalty. “It has been a very long weekend, with a lot of
drama for everyone. We struggled a lot and the others had issues, but | am very happy to be
here", the 26-year-old added.

From details to story: skoda-storyboard.com

For the latest news, follow us on X: @motorsportskoda



SKODA 1215

Motorsport | vears Press Release

Lauri Joona and co-driver Antti Linnaketo experienced a more stressful Sunday. With the
finish already in sight, the TGS Worldwide Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 came under severe pressure
from Jaspar Vaher/Rait Jansen. However, the Finns kept their rhythm and defended third
position with a margin of just 1.4 seconds.

Giovanni Trentin/Pietro Elia Ometto brought Delta Rally Team’s Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 home
in seventh position in the WRC2 category. The Italians took the honours of being highest-
placed competitors from outside the Nordic countries. Victory in the WRC Masters Cup
classification, reserved for drivers aged 50 or over, went to a Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 crew
from Turkey: Ugur Soylu/Mehmet Akif Yalcin won the category for the first time during the
season.

The high-speed stages, which didn't forgive even the smallest driver mistakes, lead to many
retirements also in the WRC2 field. Former WRC2 champion Emil Lindholm and co-driver
Gabriel Morales briefly led the category on Friday morning. But the Finnish-Brazilian crew had
to park their Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 after a roll. Estonians Patrick Enok/Silver Simm
(Printsport) and Finns Mikko Heikkild/Kristian Temonen (TGS Worldwide) as well were
fighting for top positions in the early stages. Both crews also crashed their Skoda Fabia RS
Rally2 and had to retire.

After Rally Finland, Robert Virves leads the WRC2 drivers’ standings by 21 points from
Roope Korhonen, whose Rally Finland also ended with a roll. However, the Estonian’s real
threat in the fight for the title could well be Teemu Suninen. The Finn is third overall after his
second place from Rally Finland. And while Roope Korhonen has only one event left to score
points and mathematically is in a difficult situation, Teemu Suninen like Robert Virves has
finished just four nominated rounds. His gap to the new leader stands at 24 points. Per
regulation, WRC2 competitors can score at no more than seven events, only the six best
results count.

Number of the rally: 5

The competition across the WRC2 field was especially fierce during the opening stages. Until
the finish of the Friday leg, the lead in WRC2 changed five times. Skoda Fabia RS Rally2
crews Robert Virves/Jakko Viilo and Emil Lindholm/Gabriel Morales both were among the
interim leaders. During Saturday and Sunday, Robert Virves/Jakko Viilo never lost the WRC2
lead again.
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Result Rally Finland (FIN), 30 July - 2 August 2026,
10* round of the FIA World Rally Championship

1 Robert Virves/Jakko Viilo (EST/EST), Skoda Fabia RS Rally2, 2:36:44.9 hours

2 Teemu Suninen/Janni Hussi (FIN/FIN), Toyota GR Yaris Rally2, +16.1 seconds

3 Lauri Joona/Antti Linnaketo (FIN/FIN), Skoda Fabia RS Rally2, +54.3 seconds

4 Jaspar Vaher/Rait Jansen (EST/EST), Toyota GR Yaris Rally2, +55.7 seconds

5 Romet Jiirgenson/Siim Oja (EST/EST), Ford Fiesta Mkll Rally2, +1:05.7 minutes

6 Mille Johansson/Johan Grdnvall (SWE/SWE), Ford Fiesta Mkl Rally2, +1:42.0 minutes

7 Giovanni Trentin/Pietro Elia Ometto (ITA/ITA), Skoda Fabia RS Rally2, +2:29.1 minutes
8 Léo Rossel/Guillaume Mercoiret (FRA/FRA), Lancia Ypsilon Rally2 HF Integrale, +3:38.6 minutes

Standings WRC2/Drivers (after 10 of 14 events)

1 Robert Virves (EST), Skoda, 100 points (from 4 rallies)
2 Roope Korhonen (FIN), Toyota, 79 points (from 6 rallies)
3 Teemu Suninen (FIN), Toyota, 76 points (from 4 rallies)

Standings WRC2/Teams (after 10 of 14 events)

1 Toksport WRT, Skoda, 235 points

2 Lancia Corse HF, Lancia, 195 points

3 M-Sport Ford World Rally Team, Ford, 45 points
4 2C Junior Team, Lancia, 37 points

Contact

Jan Hrbek

Communications Motorsport
P +420 730867 534
jan.hrbek@skoda-auto.cz
http://skoda-motorsport.com
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Skoda crews on Rally Finland

One hundred Percent successful: The
Estonian duo of Robert Virves and co-driver
Jakko Viilo (Toksport WRT Skoda Fabia RS
Rally2) celebrated their fourth WRC2 victory
of the season.

Source: Skoda Auto

Skoda crews on Rally Finland
26-year-old Estonian Robert Virves (Skoda
Fabia RS Rally2) leads the WRC2 overall
standings.

Source: Skoda Auto

Skoda crews on Rally Finland

Former WRC2 champion Emil Lindholm from
Finland, who shares the Toksport WRT-run
Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 with Brazilian co-driver
Gabriel Morales, led WRC2 early on, but had
to retire.

Source: Skoda Auto

Skoda crews on Rally Finland

For the second time during the season, Lauri
Joona/Antti Linnaketo (TGS Worldwide
Skoda Fabia RS Rally2) finished third in
WRC2.

Source: Skoda Auto
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Skoda crews on Rally Finland

The WRC2 podium with winners Robert
Virves/Jakko Viilo (Toksport WRT Skoda
Fabia RS Rally2, centre) and third-placed Lauri
Joona/Antti Linnaketo (TGS Worldwide
Skoda Fabia RS Rally2, right).

Source: Skoda Auto

Skoda crews on Rally Finland

Seventh in WRC2, Giovanni Trentin and co-
driver Pietro Elia Ometto from lItaly (Delta
Rally Team Skoda Fabia RS Rally2) finished as
the best-placed non-Nordic crew in the
category.

Source: Skoda Auto

Skoda Motorsport

Skoda celebrates 125 years of Motorsport since the first efforts in 1901, garnering success in rallies as well as in circuit racing.

Highlights include winning the 1981 European Touring Car Championship (ETCC) with the Skoda 130 RS.

Since 2009, the Skoda Fabia celebrated numerous successes for the Czech manufacturer on rally stages worldwide.

Until 2014, the Skoda Fabia $2000 (2.0 naturally aspirated engine, four-wheel drive) secured 50 international titles and national rally

championships. The Skoda Fabia S2000 also helped to win the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC) and the Intercontinental Rally

Challenge (IRC) three times each.

» The successor model Skoda Fabia R5 (1.6 turbo engine, four-wheel drive) entered the scene in 2015. Later renamed to Skoda Fabia
Rally2 and followed by the further developed Skoda Fabia Rally2 evo, the model collected nearly 2,000 victories in 68 countries until
the end of the 2022 season.

» During this period, Skoda Motorsport factory drivers Jan Kopecky (CZE), Esapekka Lappi (FIN), Pontus Tidemand (SWE) and Kalle
Rovanperi (FIN) won the FIA World Rally Championship’s support category WRC2/WRC2 Pro. Skoda Motorsport also took the
WRC2/WRC2 Pro Manufacturers' title five times in a row from 2015 to 2019.

» Beginning with the 2020 season, Skoda Motorsport changed its strategy to supporting private teams. The success story continued:
Driving a Skoda Fabia Rally2 evo run by Toksport WRT, Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR) und Emil Lindholm (FIN) became WRC2
Champions in 2021 and 2022. Mikkelsen became WRC2 Champion again in 2023 with team Toksport WRT, when the all-new
Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 entered the scene. The Skoda Motorsport supported team Toksport WRT also won the WRC2 Teams' title
three times in 2020, 2022 and 2023. In 2025 Toksport WRT took another WRC2 Teams' title and Nikolay Gryazin/Konstantin
Aleksandrov of Toksport WRT become WRC2 Challenger drivers’ and co-drivers’' champions respectively.

» Skoda Motorsport customer teams have also won titles in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), FIA European Rally

Championship (ERC), the FIA African Rally Championship (ARC), the FIA North American and Central American Rally Championship

(NACAM), the FIA South American Rally Championship (CODASUR) and the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC).
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Skoda Auto

> is successfully steering through the new decade with the Next Level Skoda Strategy;

> aims to become one of the top three best-selling brands in Europe by the end of the decade by offering its customers the best of
both worlds through a range of attractive BEV, hybrid & ICE products;

> effectively exploits the potential in important growth markets such as India, Vietnam and the ASEAN region;

> currently offers customers 14 passenger car model ranges: Fabia, Scala, Octavia, Superb, Kamiq, Karoq, Kodiagq, Epiq, Elroq, Enyaq,
Peaq, Slavia, Kylaq and Kushag;
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> delivered more than 1,040,000 vehicles to customers worldwide in 2025;

> has been part of the Volkswagen Group, one of the world's most successful car manufacturers, for more than 30 years;

> is part of Brand Group CORE, an organisational merger of the Volkswagen Group's volume brands, with the aim of achieving joint
growth and significantly increasing the overall efficiency of all five volume brands;

> independently develops and produces components such as MEB battery systems, engines and transmissions for other
Volkswagen Group brands;

> operates three production plants in the Czech Republic; has production capacities in Spain, Slovakia, Kazakhstan and India, mostly
through group partnerships, as well as in Vietnam and Ukraine in cooperation with a local partner;
> employs around 40,000 people worldwide and is active in almost 100 markets.
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