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he last round of the FIA 
World Rally Champion-
ship was not for the 
faint-hearted. I travelled 

to the land of the rising sun knowing, 
that a ŠKODA driver will be crowned 
WRC2 champion. But I didn’t expect 
the decision to wait until the very last 
stage of the 2022 season (see story 
page 2). It’s a pity, that due to the reg-
ulations Andreas Mikkelsen could not 
personally defend his title during the 
finale. And I’m very sorry for Kajetan 
Kajetanowicz, that one of his very rare 

accidents put him out of the fight for 
victory already after the first kilome-
tres of Rally Japan. Nevertheless, Emil 
Lindholm really deserves becoming 
the new WRC2 Drivers’ champion. 
After a difficult start to the season, he 
bounced back with two WRC2 victo-
ries. Even the horrible weather in Ja-
pan didn’t irritate the young Finn too 
much. Congratulations also to Reeta 
Hämäläinen. Definitely, a rally driver is 
nothing without his co-driver. Reeta 
has earned the WRC2 Co-Drivers’ ti-
tle with the same amount of hard 
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TITLES ARE ROLLING 
by Michal Hrabánek, Head of ŠKODA Motorsport

work as the man on the left seat of 
their ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo put 
into his. Hats off as well to Toksport 
WRT for not only winning the WRC2 
Teams’ title, but for also taking the 
third place in the overall classification 
with their second division. And last 
but not least I want to congratulate 
Mauro Miele of our Italian customer 
team Dream One Racing for winning 
the inaugural WRC2 Masters. Add 
Emil Lindholm’s WRC2 Junior title to 
the picture, and the season came to 
an absolutely perfect end for ŠKODA 
Motorsport: Every single WRC2 clas-
sification has a ŠKODA driver as 2022 
champion.  
Enjoy reading the latest edition of our 
Newsletter!
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• TECHNICAL

evelopment of a rally car is 
never over,” says Eric Mom-
mey, an engineer working 

for ŠKODA Motorsport.  And right 
he is. The ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 
recently passed homologation, basi-
cally freezing the technical specifica-
tions. But that doesn’t mean,  the all-
new Rally2 car can’t be improved 
further. Mommey and his team now 
concentrate on adapting the ŠKODA 
FABIA RS Rally2 even more to the 
needs of the private teams from 
around the world. 
“Our task is to keep pushing to al-
ways have the best package for our 
customers,” emphasizes Mommey. To 
find the best setup solutions for 
rough gravel events, the technicians 
brought the ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 
to Greece. “The combination of chal-
lenging surfaces and high tempera-
tures are extremely demanding for 
a  rally car,“ explains Mommey. “With 
development tests like the recent one 

in Greece we make sure, that the 
ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 survives 
even the toughest conditions.”
Briton Kris Meeke, winner of five 
world championship rounds, and Emil 
Lindholm from Finland, newly 
crowned WRC2 champion, took over 
driving duties for two days each. They 

put the ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 
through its paces on gravel tracks 
in  the Loutraki and Corinthia region, 
similar to stages of the Acropolis  Rally, 
the Greek round of the FIA World 
 Rally Championship.
“The high temperatures in Greece are 
critical for the cooling of the engine, of 
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Fine-tuning of the ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 continues even after homologation. The process 
includes testing in Greece and winning in Germany

FIRST TIME OUT A WINNER 

In Greece, rough gravel setup 
solutions for the ŠKODA FABIA RS 
Rally2 were tested

Lausitz-Rallye in Germany witnessed the first competition outing for the ŠKODA FABIA 
RS Rally2 with Toksport WRT running the first car delivered to a customer team
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the transmission and also of the cock-
pit. Due to the relatively slow speeds, 
most of the time averaging around 80 
kph, it’s essential to create the perfect 
air flow to cool down all systems. 
And finally, the rough surface asks for 
a very reliable and strong car,” engi-
neer Mommey describes.
In the meantime, ŠKODA Motorsport 
started delivering the new FABIA RS 
Rally2 to customers. The first car, that 
left Mladá Boleslav, went to Toksport 
WRT. The Germany-based team runs 
ŠKODA cars in the WRC2 category of 
the FIA World Rally Championship 
(see story page 4). In 2021, Toksport 
WRT driver Andreas Mikkelsen won 

the WRC2 Drivers’ title. Now he had 
the honours to take the new ŠKODA 
FABIA RS Rally2 to its first competi-
tion outing. As a kind of extended 
shakedown, Toksport sent Mikkelsen 
and co-driver Torstein Eriksen to 
Lausitz-Rallye in Germany, one of the 
most demanding gravel events in 
Central Europe.
And what a competition debut it was! 
In demanding conditions with heavy 
rains turning the tracks on a brown 
coal mining area in Saxony into Safa-
ri-style mudholes, the Norwegians 
dominated Lausitz-Rallye from start 
to finish. When the ŠKODA FABIA RS 
Rally2 rolled onto the finish ramp, they 
had won the one-day-event with 
a  margin of more than 20 seconds. 
“We had a  great day, the ŠKODA 
 FABIA RS Rally2 was amazing,” 
 Mikkelsen commented. “We did some 
changes during the rally and the car 
just got better and better. Obviously, it 

is special to score the first win with 
the ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2.” 
The winning debut was witnessed by 
the ŠKODA Motorsport management 
team with a number of engineers and 
mechanics, who developed the new 
car. Michal Hrabánek, Head of ŠKODA 
Motorsport, summed up their feelings 
on behalf of everyone. “The first rally 
for the new ŠKODA  FABIA RS Rally2 is 
over. Andreas and Torstein won and 
this victory is a truly deserved result for 
ŠKODA Motorsport.”
The next important step will be to 
prepare the ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 
for the 2023 season opener, the  Rallye 
Monte-Carlo (19-22 January). 

ŠKODA Motorsport development driver Andreas Mikkelsen (right) and navigator Torstein Eriksen secured the maiden victory for the 
ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 on demanding gravel stages in Saxony

Newest episode of 
“Simply Clever 

Podcast 2.0” entitled 
“FABIA RS Rally2 – 
developed for the 

success!”:
Video from 

Lausitz-Rallye

https://skodaautodigilab.com/en/simply-clever-podcast-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Hm2Xm9oyIY
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Third place at the season ending Rally 
Japan secured Emil Lindholm (ŠKODA 

FABIA Rally2 evo) the WRC2 Drivers’ title

s they say: It’s not over,  
until it’s over. For 17 of Rally 
Japan’s 19 stages, it was 

plain sailing for Emil Lindholm on the 
way to  the WRC2 Drivers’ title. At 
that point, the Finn and co-driver Ree-
ta Hämäläinen lead Sami Pajari/Enni 
Mälkönen aboard another Toksport 
WRT  ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo 
by  more than 20  seconds. Team 
 ORLEN’s Kajetan Kajetanowicz, Lind-
holm’s only direct competitor for the 
title in Japan, had crashed out of the 
FIA World Rally Championship’s final 
round on the morning of the first leg.  
Andreas Mikkelsen, the ŠKODA driv-
ing WRC2 points leader before Rally 
Japan, was  absent anyway. All Lind-
holm/Hämäläinen had to do, was fin-
ishing fifth or better. Easy.
Until stage 18, when heavy rain set in. 
The first Japanese WRC round since 
2010 with it’s winding, bumpy and 
narrow asphalt stages, often lined by 

rock face, was extremely tricky in it-
self. For the last two stages of the rally, 
aquaplaning and a thick cover of wet 
leaves on the roads made conditions 
even more unpredictable. Lindholm 

and Pajari had chosen tyres not per-
fect for wet stages. A spin cost Lind-
holm additional time – after stage 18, 
the ŠKODA double lead in WRC2 was 
gone. But Lindholm showed nerves of 

A

ŠKODA drivers would take top three positions of the WRC2 championship.  
In which order had to be decided during the season’s finale in Japan

CLOSE CALL 

ŠKODA Motorsport supported team Toksport WRT celebrates the WRC2 Teams’ 
championship
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steel. The 26-years-old from Helsinki 
tip-toed through the Power Stage and 
brought home third place. Enough to 
secure him the WRC2 Drivers’ cham-
pionship and Reeta Hämäläinen the 
WRC2 Co-Drivers’ title. For Lindholm, 
it was his second title of the season. 
Early on, he had already crowned 
 himself WRC2 Junior champion. “To 
achieve this - it’s incredible. I’ve made 
my fair share of mistakes and I’ve also 
learned from them. Now it’s going our 
way, and let’s hope this continues for 
the future as well,“ he reflected.
Norwegian Mikkelsen eventually was 
qualified second overall in the WRC2 
Drivers’ rankings followed by the 
 unlucky Kajetan Kajetanowicz. “I’m 
a happy man. Third place is a great re-

sult for a small team like ours,” the 
ŠKODA driver from Poland com-
mented. 
With the points collected during the 
season by Andreas Mikkelsen and 
 Bolivian youngster Marco Bulacia as 
well as by Lindholm and Pajari in Ja-
pan, ŠKODA Motorsport supported 
outfit Toksport WRT took the WRC2 
Teams’ championship. The fight for 

the first ever contested WRC2 Mas-
ters title was an affair of two ŠKODA 
drivers. Former European Rally Cham-
pion Armin Kremer (Baumschlager 
Rallye&Racing) from Germany and 
Italian Mauro Miele (Dream One Rac-
ing) dominated the class for drivers 50 
years old and over. In the end, Miele 
secured the title with a win in Japan, 
his third victory of the season.

Mauro Miele (right) and co-driver Luca Beltrame are over the moon after securing the WRC2 Masters title

2022 WRC2 Champions

Drivers: Emil Lindholm (FIN), ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, Toksport WRT

Co-Drivers: Reeta Hämäläinen (FIN), ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, Toksport WRT

Junior: Emil Lindholm (FIN), ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, Toksport WRT 

Teams: Toksport WRT (ŠKODA)

Masters: Mauro Miele (ITA), ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, Dream One Racing



KODA invited more than 
100 media representatives 
to Klatovy for a compre-

hensive workshop focussing on the 
RS models. They had the chance to 
test-drive a fleet of road cars ranging 
from the first generations OCTAVIA 
RS and FABIA RS to the current 
 OCTAVIA RS, KODIAQ RS and 
 ENYAQ COUPÈ RS iV. All ŠKODA 
RS models – the letters RS originally 
standing for Rally Sport – have one 
thing in common: They are designed 
for sportiness, with a powerful and 
dynamic design.
While the RS designation was used 
by ŠKODA Motorsport for the first 

Š

During an event in Klatovy, international journalists had the chance to experience ŠKODA RS 
models first hand, including the 200 RS from the 1970’s and the all-new FABIA RS Rally2 

RS AS IN RALLY SPORT 

Michal Hrabánek, Head of ŠKODA Motorsport, spoke to the international media guests

• EVENT
Among others, the KODIAQ RS, 
FABIA RS Rally2 and OCTAVIA RS 
(from left) represented the latest 
generation of the RS family at the 
media event in Klatovy 



time in 1974 (see box), the OCTAVIA 
RS was the starting point for the 
road car range in 2000. ŠKODA ex-
panded the RS family in 2003 to in-
clude a FABIA RS. Released in 2018, 
the KODIAQ RS became the first 
SUV model in the ŠKODA RS family. 
The brand’s first all-electric RS mod-
el, the ENYAQ COUPÉ RS iV, joined 
the range in 2022. With a system 
output of 220 kW (299 hp), it is cur-
rently ŠKODA’s most powerful pro-
duction model. Other current mem-
bers of the ŠKODA RS family are 
the  KODIAQ RS, the OCTAVIA RS 
and  OCTAVIA COMBI RS and the 
OCTAVIA RS iV. Its plug-in hybrid 
drive offers a system output of 
180 kW (245 hp).  
The guests also were treated to co-
drives in two ŠKODA rally cars from 
past and present. The passenger 

rides in a rear-engined 200 RS, actu-
ally the only driveable car of this type 
worldwide, gave a lively impression 
of how rallying was back in the 
1970s. Fast forward to 2022 and 
the  FABIA RS Rally2 enters the 
scene. WRC2 champions Andreas 
Mikkelsen and Emil Lindholm as well 
as WRC event winner Kris Meeke 
and multiple Czech champion Jan 
Kopecký demonstrated to the media 
representatives, what the all-new 
Rally2 car from Mladá Boleslav is ca-
pable of. 
The ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 also 
took centre stage in a tech-talk. Ex-
perts from ŠKODA Motorsport, in-
cluding Michal Hrabánek, Head of 
ŠKODA Motorsport, explained the 
secrets behind the latest generation 
rally FABIA’s chassis, drivetrain and 
1.6 litres turbocharged engine.   

• EVENT
From 200 RS to FABIA RS

The RS designation has its origin in 
1974, when ŠKODA entered the 
motorsport world with the 
prototypes 180 RS and 200 RS. At 
the 1977 Rallye Monte-Carlo, the 
most prestigious round of the world 
championship, ŠKODA celebrated a 
class win with the 130 RS. The 
rear-engined racer also clinched 
overall victory of the European 
Touring Car Championship in 1981. 
The latest edition to the RS history 
is the all-new ŠKODA FABIA RS 
Rally2, which just won its first rally 
and will be one of the main 
competitors of the world champi-
onship’s category WRC2 starting 
with the Rallye Monte-Carlo in 
January 2023.
“The letters RS symbolise decades 
of ŠKODA motorsport tradition and 
countless victories on the interna-
tional race tracks and rally circuits. 
At the same time, our RS produc-
tion models have delivered out-
standing performance and sporti-
ness for over 20 years,” emphasises 
Dr Johannes Neft, ŠKODA AUTO 
Board Member for Technical 
Development.

 
The ŠKODA 200 RS was the first 
competition car to carry the RS 
designation

The ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 is the 
newest rally-going RS model 

The ŠKODA ENYAQ COUPÉ 
RS iV brings electric drive 

into the RS family

A workshop dealt with the technology 
of the ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2

A first generation ŠKODA OCTAVIA RS 
was at hand for test drives
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he ŠKODA Motorsport 
eChallenge is a virtual rally 
competition series with 

more than 7,600 active players. Jon 
Shaeffer has taken part in all eleven 
rounds since 2020 and has managed 
to win nine of them. He went head to 
head in an epic duel with Lukáš Matě-
ja, 2021 World Champion of the rally 
simulation DiRT 2.0. Both drivers had 
to tackle three stages of Wales Rally 
GB at the wheel of a virtual ŠKODA 
FABIA Rally2 evo. They streamed 
their respective drives from their 
home environment, Shaeffer from 
France and Matěja from the Czech 
Republic. 
As usual for the ŠKODA Motorsport 
eChallenge, both competitors could 
rely on data provided by ŠKODA Mo-
torsport’s engineers based on the 
set-up of a real ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 
evo. The event was moderated live 

from the ŠKODA Motorsport head-
quarter. Jan Kopecký, the 2018 
WRC2 World Champion, who has 
a wealth of experience on the tricky 
Welsh gravel stages, commented to-
gether with presenter Tony Masek.
After the three stages, Jon Shaeffer 
was 12.5 seconds up on Lukáš Matě-
ja, who lost some time with a roll 
during the first stage. Winning the 
first ever “eSports Clash of Champi-
ons”,  Shaeffer beamed: “This victory 
feels especially good, because it’s 

Lukáš. It’s the first time, I beat him in 
three years. It’s also great from 
 ŠKODA, to organise an event like 
this.” His trophy is a dream come true 
for the virtual racer – a co-drive 
alongside Jan Kopecký in a real live 
rally car from ŠKODA. 

T

ŠKODA Motorsport eChallenge organised an exclusive duel between the series’ nine-time overall 
winner Jon Shaeffer and 2021 DiRT 2.0 World Champion Lukáš Matěja

CLASH OF CHAMPIONS 

Nine-time ŠKODA Motorsport eChallenge champion Jon Shaeffer (right) won the “eSports Clash of Champions” commented by 
Tony Masek and Jan Kopecký

Link to the live 
stream of the 

“eSports Clash 
of Champions”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bSJ-Lcyh5E&t=4077s


FIA Motorsport Games
Five crews in SKODA FABIA 

Rally2 evo competed for their 
countries in the Rally2 category of 
the FIA Motorsport Games in 
Marseille/France. And the winners 
are: Mathieu Arzeno and co-driver 
Romain Roche of Team France 
(pictured).

Argentina
Full ŠKODA podium at the 

Argentinean championship round 
 Rally del Jaaukanigás. Miguel-Angel 
Baldoni/Gustavo Franchello beat 
Alejandro Cancio/Diego Cagnotti and 
Augusto D’Agostini/Juan Pablo 
Carrera. Baldoni/Franchello also won 
the following round, Rally de Entre 
Rios, again ahead of Cancio/Cagnotti.

Belgium
Nikolay Gryazin/Konstantin 

Aleksandrov (ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 
evo) won Belgium championship 
round Rallye du Condroz-Huy. Adrian 
Fernémont/Samuel Maillen of  
ŠKODA customer team Ecurie 
New Racing finished third.

Bolivia
Fifth victory for Sebastian 

Careaga in the Bolivian championship. 
Co-driven by Carlos Montero, the 
ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 driver won 
Rally Integracíon del Trópico.

Chile
Jorge Martínez Fontena/

Alberto Alvarez Nicholson (ŠKODA 
FABIA Rally2) won Rally de la 
Unión-Río Bueno, sixth round of the 
Chilean championship.

Czech Republic
Three ŠKODA FABIA 

Rally2 evo crews on the podium 
of Invelt Rally Pačejov, seventh round 
of the Czech championship. 
Jan  Kopecký/Jan Hloušek (Agrotec 
ŠKODA Rally Team, pictured) won 
ahead of Filip Mareš/Radovan Bucha 
(Laureta Auto ŠKODA Team) and 
Dominik Stříteský/Jiří Hovorka 
(ACA ŠKODA Vančík Motorsport).

Cyprus
Petrolina Racing Team’s 

Christos Demosthenous/Kypros 
Christodoulou drove a ŠKODA 
FABIA Rally2 to victory at CMF Rally 
of Cyprus, fifth round of the island’s 
championship.

 Finland
By winning O.K. Auto-Ralli, 

ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo crew 
Mikko Heikkilä/Samu Vaaleri (pic-
tured) secured the Finnish champion-
ship. Second was not enough for 
their TGS Worldwide team mates 
Emil Lindholm/Reeta Hämäläinen 
to defend the title.

France
Double victory for Mathieu 

Franceschi/Lucie Baud (ŠKODA 
FABIA Rally2 evo) in the French 
Gravel Championship. They won 
Rallye Terre de Cardabelles-Mil-
lau-Aveyron and Rallye Terre de 
Vaucluse with victories at Rallye  
Terre de Langres – Haute-Marne and 
Rallye Terre de Lozère. Matthieu and 
Mathilde Margaillan (ŠKODA FABIA 

Rally2) came third in Millau and 
second in Courthézon, on this 
occasion followed by Florian Bernar-
di/Loïc Declerck (ŠKODA FABIA 
Rally2 evo).

Germany
By winning ADAC Cimbern 

Rallye and also the national classifica-
tion of ADAC Knaus-Tabbert 3-Städ-
te-Rallye, Philipp Geipel and co-driver 
Katrin Becker (ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 
evo, pictured) became German 
champions.

Italy
1-2-3 for ŠKODA crews at 

Rally delle Marche, last round of the 
Italian Gravel Championship. Team 
Palladio’s Alberto Battistoli/Simone 
Scattolin won, Paolo Andreucci/Rudy 
Briani (M33) came second and Enrico 
Oldrati/Elia de Guio (MS Munaretto) 
finished third.

Japan
Driving a ŠKODA FABIA 

Rally2 of Team Aicello, former 
Formula One driver Heikki Kovalainen 
from Finland and Japanese co-driver 
Sae Kitagawa, who were already 
crowned Japanese champions, won 
the season’s last event M.C.S.C. Rally 
Highland Masters (pictured).

OTHER RECENT RALLY RESULTS 



Mauritius
Rajesh Ramdenee/Richey 

Beenessreesingh drove a ŠKODA 
FABIA Rally2to victory at Rallye 
de 100 kms on the island of  
Mauritius.

Netherlands
Hans Weijs junior/Björn 

Degandt drove a ŠKODA FABIA 
Rally2 evo to victory at Dutch 
Championship round Rocar-Tech 
Twente Rally. Gert Jan Kobus/Martin 
Nortier (ŠKODA FABIA Rally2) 
finished third.

Poland/Slovakia
Grzegorz Grzyb/

Adam Binięda of ŠKODA Motorsport 
customer team Rufa Motor Sport 
won Garrett Rally Košice, which 

counted towards the Polish and the 
Slovakian  championship.

Romania
All ŠKODA podium at 

Romanian championship round TESS 
Rally Braşov. Napoca Rally Academy’s 
Simone Tempestini/Sergiu Itu 
(pictured) won from Sebastian 
Barbu/Bogdan Iancu and Andrei 
Gîrtofan/Calin Vraja Doru.

Switzerland
ŠKODA customer teams 

dominated round 5 and 6 of the 

Swiss Rally Championship. Kevin 
Gilardoni/Chiara Giardelli (Movis-
port) won Rally Ronde del Ticino 
ahead of Grégoire Hotz/Pietro 
Ravasi (Etruria) and Gianluca Luchi/
Federica Mauri (Meteco Corse). Mike 
Coppens/Christophe Roux (Atelier 
de la Tzoumaz) and Freddy Loix/
Pieter Tsjoen (Autostal Duindistel) 
climbed onto the Rallye du Valais 
podium as winners and third placed 
respectively.

Turkey
Double victory for ŠKODA 

Motorsport customer teams in 
Turkey. Toksport WRT’s Orhan 
Avcioğlu/Burcin Korkmaz won Royal 
Teos Ege Rallisi, BC Vision Motor-
sport’s Burak Cukurova/Burak Akcay 
finished second.

OTHER RECENT RALLY RESULTS 

FACTS ABOUT THE ŠKODA FABIA RALLY2 
AND ŠKODA FABIA RALLY2 EVO**

* 1st to 3rd place
** as of 1/4/2015 to 20/11/2022
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FANTASTIC FOUR 

ony Gardemeister, Juho 
Hänninen, Jan Kopecký, 
 Andreas Mikkelsen, Pontus 

Tidemand, Kris Meeke and Emil Lind-
holm look back on their time at the 
wheel of the cars from Mladá Boleslav 
and assess the newest brainchild of 
the ŠKODA Motorsport technicians.

Let’s start in 2003 and with Toni 
Gardemeister, who also competed 
with the ŠKODA OCTAVIA WRC. 
What was the biggest difference 
to the FABIA WRC?
I liked the OCTAVIA WRC a lot. It was 
very predictable. I knew exactly what 
it was going to do. The FABIA WRC 
was something completely different 

in terms of driving. I liked its size and 
I  liked the unique gearshift with the 
round paddles on the steering wheel. 
Driving it was a lot of fun.

Jan Kopecký also competed with 
the FABIA WRC and is the only 
driver, who has experience with all 
four competition versions of the 
FABIA. What are your memories 
of the FABIA WRC?
It was a nice car with good speed and 
quite a lot of torque. My first bigger 
success came during Rally Spain in 
2006, where I finished fifth. A year lat-
er, we were running the FABIA WRC 
with mechanical differentials, or rath-
er with constant pressure differen-

tials, and the car worked great with 
them.

The FABIA S2000 followed in 
2009. How do you remember 
this car?
It was the perfect car for me. The 
 FABIA S2000 handled like a go-kart; 
with an atmospheric two-litre engine 
that had an amazing sound. I really 
liked that car.

The most experienced driver of the 
ŠKODA FABIA S2000 in factory 
colours was Juho Hänninen. It 
marked your first experience with 
ŠKODA rally cars...
I was used to turbocharged cars, the 

T

Andreas Mikkelsen, Emil Lindholm, Kris Meeke and Jan Kopecký 
(from left) contributed their know-how as development drivers 

to the ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2

The ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 is the fourth competition car based on the FABIA model. Seven 
drivers reflect on an era, which started in 2003
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FABIA S2000 was a big change for 
me. The working revs of the atmo-
spheric engine are different. The 
 FABIA S2000 was also quite easy to 
drive, which definitely helped me 
during the adaptation to the atmo-
spheric engine.

You won the first major 
trophy with any FABIA, the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
(IRC) in 2010. That must have been 
quite a celebration...
It was a great year, especially because 
I managed to beat Jan Kopecký on 
tarmac, which was maybe more im-
portant than the title. I remember es-
pecially the great atmosphere in the 
team and among the drivers. I was 
battling with Andreas Mikkelsen and 
Kris Meeke on the tracks, and it was 
really great.

So, let’s turn to Andreas 
Mikkelsen. How do you remember 
the FABIA S2000, which you 
drove to two IRC titles?
In 2011, I was given the opportunity 
by ŠKODA UK to compete in the IRC. 
It was my first chance to drive a car 
prepared by ŠKODA Motorsport, 
as  ŠKODA UK was supported by 
 ŠKODA Motorsport at that time. But 
it was a scary start. We had tested for 
more than 1,000 kilometres before 
the Rallye Monte-Carlo – and I had an 
accident just after 300 metres into 

the first stage. But we moved on from 
there and at the end of the season 
won the IRC.

In 2012, during the development 
of the Volkswagen Polo WRC, you 
drove the FABIA S2000 together 
in a team with world-champion-
to-be Sebastien Ogier. That must 
have been some interesting 
racing...
Yes, I was quite busy in 2012. I com-
peted the entire IRC with ŠKODA UK 

and several WRC rallies under the 
Volkswagen Motorsport banner. It 
was challenging, but I won the IRC 
again, it was a good season.

After four years with Volkswagen, 
you were back behind the wheel 
of a new generation ŠKODA rally 
car in 2017, the FABIA Rally2. How 
difficult was it to adapt after four 
seasons in a World Rally Car?
My return went quite smoothly. After 
four years since I last drove an S2000, 
the FABIA Rally2 felt very familiar. 
I quickly felt at home.

In 2021, you won the WRC2 
category of the FIA World Rally 
Championship with the ŠKODA 
FABIA Rally2 evo. How big is the 
difference to the FABIA Rally2?
They’re actually quite similar. There 
are a few upgrades, but the regula-
tions haven’t changed, so there’s not 
much difference.

Pontus Tidemand also became 
WRC2 champion, that was in 2017. 
How do you remember that year?
I joined ŠKODA Motorsport in 2015. 
Right from the start, the team allowed 
me to do a lot of rallies and tests, 
which was great for me. I made a few 
mistakes at the beginning, but I felt 
I was improving quickly. 2017 was my 
year. Everything went surprisingly 
smoothly. It’s definitely the highlight 
of my career.

The ŠKODA FABIA WRC was the first competition 
variant of the FABIA model

Toni Gardemeister from Finland was 
factory driver during the ŠKODA FABIA 
WRC era

Juho Hänninen and the ŠKODA FABIA S2000 were a winning combination in 2010



• HISTORY
Your first contact with ŠKODA 
Motorsport came already in 2015. 
How do you remember that era?
I was fascinated by how the team 
solved even the smallest problem. It 
was a good demonstration of how se-
riously they take the whole sport. No 
detail is too small for them not to pay 
attention to it. I have happy memories 
of my years in ŠKODA Motorsport. 
They´re still a bit of a family.

The youngest member of this 
group of drivers is Emil Lindholm, 
who became WRC2 Drivers’ 
champion in 2022 with the FABIA 
Rally2 evo and was also involved 
in the development of the new 
FABIA RS Rally2. How did you like 
that role?
I really enjoyed it. It was my first real 
development of a competition car and 
a great opportunity to work with such 
an experienced and capable team as 
ŠKODA Motorsport. I learned a lot in 
those few months.

How much progress has the car 
made during the intensive year-
long testing?
I immediately felt the DNA of the pre-
vious car, so I got used to the new car 
quite quickly. The whole development 

was really about the details that affect 
the speed and reliability of the car. 
Sometimes it wasn’t easy, but I think 
we managed it quite well.

The development team of the new 
ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 also 
included Kris Meeke. For you, it 
was a completely new experience 
with a competition car of the 
Rally2 class. How was your first 
proper collaboration with ŠKODA 
Motorsport?
I went into this project with a clear 
head and my opinion of how I feel in 
the car. I think the engineers appreci-
ated that. The comparison was inter-
esting for me because I hadn’t raced in 
the FABIA Rally2 evo like Jan, Andreas 
and Emil. ŠKODA Motorsport has in-
credible experience in building and de-
veloping Rally2 cars, the team has put 
a huge amount of miles on them and 
it is definitely seen. I was surprised 

that the new car was absolutely reli-
able from the first drive. 

What do you like most of the new 
ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2?
Maybe the chassis. It feels firmer, you 
can push the car more, you can lean 
into it more, and that’s what’s differ-
ent from the ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 
evo. You can see it a lot in Finland, for 
example, or on the tarmac in Spain. 
It’s really an advantage.

Same question to Jan, Andreas 
and Emil  . . .
Kopecký: The engine. It’s really great. 
It has power from low revs and you 
hardly ever need first gear, only in real-
ly tight corners.
Mikkelsen: What I like most is the 
better stability at higher speeds. I al-
ways struggled a bit with that in the 
FABIA Rally2 evo. The new car feels 
very good at higher speeds. I think 
this will be a big advantage in Sweden 
or Finland. 
Lindholm: For me, the biggest differ-
ence is also the engine. The low-end 
torque is a real improvement. You feel 
like you have a bigger engine under 
the bonnet. And I have to say, the 
ŠKODA FABIA RS Rally2 looks great, 
too. 

Andreas Mikkelsen drove the ŠKODA 
FABIA S2000 to IRC titles in 2011 and 
2012

Multiple Czech champion Jan Kopecký 
is the only driver with experience of all 
four generations of ŠKODA FABIA 
based rally cars

Pontus Tidemand (left) and Andreas Mikkelsen became WRC2 champions at the 
wheel of the ŠKODA FABIA Rally2/ ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo

ŠKODA  
MOTORSPORT:

Further information:
Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport
P +420 605 293 168
zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz
http://skoda-motorsport.com

ŠKODA  
MOTORSPORT:

Further information:
Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport
P +420 605 293 168
zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz
http://skoda-motorsport.com


