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Rally Japan: Last chance in WRC2 title showdown 
for ŠKODA drivers Lindholm and Kajetanowicz 
 

› Going into the final round of the FIA World Rally Championship, the fight for the WRC2 

championship is an affair of three ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo drivers 

› With current WRC2 overall leader Andreas Mikkelsen not competing, the title is still in 

reach for both Kajetan Kajetanowicz and Emil Lindholm 

› Toksport WRT fields four ŠKODA crews in quest for WRC2 Teams’ championship 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 8. November 2022 – The fight for the WRC2 Drivers’ championship goes 

down to the wire at Rally Japan (10-13 November), the final round of the 2022 FIA World 

Rally Championship. Fact is, the champion will be one of three drivers of ŠKODA FABIA 

Rally2 evo. The good news for defending title holder Andreas Mikkelsen: Right now, the 

Norwegian holds the overall lead ahead of Kajetan Kajetanowicz from Poland and Emil 

Lindholm from Finland, who are equal on points. The bad news: By regulations, Mikkelsen 

cannot compete in Japan.  

 

The WRC2’s season finale at Rally Japan sounds like orchestrated by legendary thriller specialist 

Alfred Hitchcock. In the fight for the overall title, three drivers of ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo are 

separated by five points only. But that’s just the bottom line. 

 

One of these three, defending WRC2 champion Andreas Mikkelsen from Norway, is in an 

unpleasant position. He currently leads the overall standings, but he will have to watch the season 

finale from the sidelines. The Norwegian and co-driver Torstein Eriksen have already competed the 

maximum of seven rallies allowed by the regulations and will be absent from Rally Japan. 

Therefore, Mikkelsen’s total score of 109 points is final.  

 

On the other hand, team ORLEN’s Kajetan Kajetanowicz from Poland and Finn Emil Lindholm of 

ŠKODA Motorsport supported team Toksport WRT both have one rally left. Coming to Japan, they 

both stand at 104 points. This is not the complete picture: According to the rules, only the six best 

results are taken into account for each driver’s final score. Deducting their respective drop score, 

already crowned 2022 WRC2 Junior champion Lindholm is left with 101 points. Kajetanowicz is 

down to 96 points. In other words: To become WRC2 champion, Lindholm needs at least nine 

points while Kajetanowicz has the more challenging task of collecting 14 points or more.  

 

And there’s one more thing: If Lindholm and Kajetanowicz both overtake Mikkelsen and they are 

still equal on points after Rally Japan, there are two possibilities. If Kajetanowicz wins, he equals 

Lindholm’s two season victories. In this case the WRC2 Drivers’ title goes to Poland, because 

Kajetanowicz and co-driver Maciej Szczepaniak have scored three second places during the year. 

Lindholm’s and co-driver Reeta Hämäläinen’s next best result is a third place. Yet, if both are equal 

on points after Rally Japan and Kajetanowicz has not achieved the class win, Lindholm will 

celebrate – because he then still leads Kajetanowicz by 2:1 victories.  

 

However, the situation is much easier in the WRC2 Masters classification, which is reserved for 

drivers who are at least 50 years old. Come the finale, German ŠKODA driver Armin Kremer leads 

overall. But for the same reasons as Mikkelsen, the former European rally champion will not travel 

https://www.skoda-motorsport.com/en/
https://www.facebook.com/motorsportskoda/
https://www.youtube.com/user/motorsportskoda
https://twitter.com/motorsportskoda
https://www.instagram.com/skodamotorsport/?hl=cs
https://www.facebook.com/motorsportskoda/
https://www.youtube.com/user/motorsportskoda
https://twitter.com/motorsportskoda
https://www.instagram.com/skodamotorsport/?hl=cs


ŠKODA MOTORSPORT 

  PRESS RELEASE 
Page 2 of 5 

 

Follow us on the ŠKODA Motorsport website and social media: 

Facebook YouTube Twitter Instagram 

to Japan. So, the chances lie with his only rival, Italian Mauro Miele (ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo). 

Trailing Kremer by 21 points, Miele needs to win the WRC2 Masters at Rally Japan to grab the title.  

 

Additionally, ŠKODA Motorsport supported team Toksport WRT is fighting for the WRC2 Teams’ 

championship. They have entered Emil Lindholm/Reeta Hämäläinen and Finnish youngsters Sami 

Pajari/Enni Mälkönen for current overall leader Toksport WRT as well as Mauro Miele/Luca 

Beltrame and the Bolivian-Brasilian duo Bruno Bulacia/Gabriel Morales for their second division 

Toksport WRT2. 

 

In Japan, no fewer than seven ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 act as ambassadors for the brand in the 

17 competitors strong WRC2 field. One of them is fielded by former Formula 1 driver Heikki 

Kovalainen. The Finn has been active in rallying in Japan for years and together with co-driver Sae 

Kitagawa recently won the national championship.  

 

The Forum8 Rally Japan consists of 19 special stages with a total length of more than 283 

kilometres on mostly winding and sometimes very narrow asphalt roads. After the opening short 

show stage on Thursday evening, Friday's leg offers six special stages with a total length of around 

130 kilometres. On Saturday, seven special stages covering a total of around 80 kilometres are on 

the agenda. Sunday will bring the decision with five special stages, adding up to 70 kilometres. The 

winner is expected on the podium at 5:00 pm local time. 

 

 

Did you know, that… 

 

...Rally Japan was held as a WRC round for the first time in 2004? 

 

...Rally Japan was part of the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) the last time in 2010 and back 

then was held in the north of the country on gravel stages? 

 

...the scheduled WRC comeback of the event had to be cancelled twice in 2020 and 2021 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic? 

 

...the Rally Japan service park is located in Aichi/Gifu, not far from the metropolis of Nagoya and 

around 400 kilometres west of Tokyo? 

 

 

WRC2 Drivers’ classification (before Rally Japan) 

 

1. Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR), ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, 109 points (final) 

2. Emil Lindholm (FIN), ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, 104 points (101 points respecting drop score) 

3. Kajetan Kajetanowicz (POL), ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, 104 points (96 points respecting drop score) 
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WRC2 Masters classification (before Rally Japan) 

 

1. Armin Kremer (DEU), ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, 125 points 

2. Mauro Miele (ITA), ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, 104 points 

3. Jean-Michel Raoux (FRA), VW Polo GTI R5, 85 points 

 

WRC2 Teams classification (before Rally Japan) 

 

1. Toksport WRT, ŠKODA, 155 points 

2. Hyundai Motorsport N, 153 points 

3. Toksport WRT 2, ŠKODA, 134 points 

 
 

2022 FIA World Rally Championship 

 

Rallye Monte Carlo  20 - 23 January 

Rally Sweden   24 - 27 February 

Rally Croatia   21 - 24 April 

Rally Portugal   19 - 22 May 

Rally Italy Sardinia  2 - 5 June 

Safari Rally Kenya  23 - 26 June 

Rally Estonia   14 - 17 July 

Rally Finland   4 - 7 August 

Ypres Rally Belgium  18 - 21 August   

Acropolis Rally Greece  8 - 11 September 

Rally New Zealand  29 September - 2 October 

RallyRACC Rally de España 20 - 23 October 

Rally Japan   10 - 13 November 

 

 

Further information: 

Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport 

P +420 605 293 168 

zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz 

http://skoda-motorsport.com 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 

Facebook 

 

YouTube 

 

Twitter 
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Media images: 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport at Rally Japan 

Polish ŠKODA crew Kajetan Kajetanowicz/Maciej 

Szczepaniak has so far claimed one victory in the WRC2 

category, “Kajto” aims to take the drivers’ title with team 

ORLEN’s ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport at Rally Japan 

Finn Emil Lindholm, sharing a Toksport WRT run ŠKODA 

FABIA Rally2 evo with co-driver Reeta Hämäläinen, has 

already secured the WRC2 Junior championship and now 

fights for the main title. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport at Rally Japan 

Italian ŠKODA driver Mauro Miele, assisted by navigator 

Luca Beltrame, needs to win the WRC2 Masters class to 

take the title of the league for drivers over 50 years of 

age. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
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ŠKODA Motorsport Overview 
 
ŠKODA has been successful in motorsports since 1901. Be it on the circuit or in rallies, ŠKODA has celebrated 
victories and won titles all around the world. Historical highlights include victory in the European Touring Car 
Championship 1981 as well as multiple titles in the FIA World Rally Championship’s WRC2 category. Over the years, 
ŠKODA customer teams also won numerous national championships as well as titles in the FIA European Rally 
Championship (ERC), the der Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), the FIA African Rally Championship (ARC), the 
FIA North American and Central American Rally Championship (NACAM), the FIA South American Rally Championship 
(CODASUR) and the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC). ŠKODA teams have also triumphed in the world’s 
oldest and most famous rally, taking several class victories in the legendary Rallye Monte-Carlo, which was first held in 
1911. 

 
In 2009, the ŠKODA FABIA SUPER 2000 took the rally scene by storm. The following seasons, the all-wheel-drive rally 
car with a 2.0 litres normally aspirated engine won 50 national and international titles worldwide. It then wrote the most 
successful chapter in ŠKODA’s motorsport history – until its successor surpassed it. The ŠKODA FABIA R5, a 
production-based rally car with four-wheel drive and 1.6 litres turbo engine, was homologated in its original form by the 
International Automobile Federation FIA on 1 April 2015. Further developed to ŠKODA FABIA R5 evo (homologated on 
1 April 2019), the high-tech car successfully continues the long tradition of ŠKODA Motorsport. Due to changes in 
regulations, the car was re-named ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo in 2020.  
 
The success story of the ŠKODA FABIA R5 took off in 2016, when Esapekka Lappi (FIN) won the WRC2 drivers’ title of 
the FIA World Rally Championship. The following year, Pontus Tidemand (SWE) won the WRC2 drivers’ category, 
while ŠKODA Motorsport took the WRC2 manufacturers’ title. In 2018, ŠKODA factory driver Jan Kopecký was 
crowned WRC 2 drivers’ champion. 2019 was the most successful year in the history of ŠKODA Motorsport. Kalle 
Rovanperä and Jonne Halttunen (FIN/FIN) won the WRC2 Pro drivers’ and co-drivers’ title as well as substantially 
supporting ŠKODA Motorsport to win the WRC2 Pro manufacturers’ title. In 2020 ŠKODA customer team Toksport 
WRT became Team Champion of the WRC2 category.  
 
  
ŠKODA AUTO 

› is successfully steering through the new decade with the NEXT LEVEL – ŠKODA STRATEGY 2030.  
› aims to be one of the five best-selling brands in Europe by 2030 with an attractive line-up in the entry-level segments 

and additional e-models. 
› is emerging as the leading European brand in important growth markets such as India or North Africa. 
› currently offers its customers twelve passenger-car series: the FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB as 

well as the KAMIQ, KAROQ, KODIAQ, ENYAQ iV, ENYAQ COUPÉ iV, SLAVIA and KUSHAQ. 
› delivered over 870,000 vehicles to customers around the world in 2021. 
› has been a member of the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

vehicle manufacturers in the world.  
› independently manufactures and develops not only vehicles but also components such as engines and 

transmissions in association with the Group. 
› operates at three sites in the Czech Republic; has additional production capacity in China, Russia, Slovakia and 

India primarily through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine with a local partner. 
› employs 45,000 people globally and is active in over 100 markets. 
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